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Introduction

Why Lao Basics?

Some readers may wonder why this book is not called Laotian Basics, or per-
haps even Laos Basics. The English words Laos and Laotian are derived from
the Lao language, but they are not accurate transliterations. The French added
the “s” to Lao, which is the correct pronunciation of the country as well as the
language and the people. For example: “Lao people speak Lao in Lao.” Hence,
we have called this book Lao Basics.

Lao Basics teaches conversational Lao from the very beginning with an em-
phasis on reading and writing. It follows the same simple, effective learning
format as Easy Thai by Gordon Allison, which has remained popular and in
print since its publication in 1968.

Students of Thai will find Lao quite simple, as much of these two languages
are the same or very similar. Likewise, after learning Lao, Thai (with a more
complex alphabet) will be much easier to study. These languages derive from
Sanskrit and share many of the same consonants, vowels, vocabulary and
grammar. A Thai speaker learning Lao would be comparable to a French speaker
studying Italian or vice versa.

Lao Basics is organized so that you will first learn to read, write, speak and
comprehend the 26 consonants in their tonal classes. Once you have mastered
these, you will study the 28 vowels in subsets. Within each vowel grouping,
you will learn vocabulary, conversational phrases, alphabetical order and sen-
tence structure through exercises that grow more challenging as your vocabu-
lary increases.

As you progress through Lao Basics, vocabulary from previous lessons will be
repeated regularly and your command of the written and spoken language will
steadily improve.
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And you can do all of this on your own. Each chapter’s Lao words and exercises
have been recorded on the accompanying CD, and all of the exercise answers
are in the back of the book.

How to Use This Book

The Lao alphabet may look formidable, but it contains clear rules, which make
learning to read and spell in Lao much easier than in English. For example,
consonants and vowels are read as they are written and vice versa, as in Span-
ish; i.e., pronunciation does not change. And even though vowel placement
may look confusing to the novice, vowels do not change location. The logical
design of the written language greatly helps to learn the spoken language, and
Lao Basics takes advantage of this in its layout.

In Lao Basics, the 26 Lao consonants are broken down into three classes rather
than taught in alphabetical order. This follows the traditional teaching format
of Lao, and we also follow this method because each grouping references a
tonal category.

To use Lao Basics effectively, plan to move on to the next chapter only after
you are confident that you have mastered the previous one. Practice writing
each letter as you say it until you are 75% sure that you can recognize, say and
write each correctly from memory; then move on to the exercises for reinforce-
ment. And don't forget to listen to the audio CD for correct pronunciation.
The answers to all exercises are at the back of the book.

Like English, Lao is read left to right and follows the Subject-Verb-Object word
order. Additionally, most Lao letters are pronounced just like sounds that exist
in English.

Lao differs from English in other ways, however. Lao has relatively little gram-
mar, no plurals, few articles, and regularly leaves out the subject pronoun (,
He, She...) at the beginning of sentences when the context is understood. In
this sense Lao can be much easier to learn than other languages.
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Other aspects are more difficult to get used to. For example, there are no spaces
between words in the written language; a special word is added to the end of
sentences (baw), rather than inflection, that turns statements into questions;
some vowel sounds are unfamiliar to the English speaker, and certain vowels
are placed to the left of consonants, while other vowels are placed to the right,
above and below. But, have no fear—unlike English, the rules are easy to follow,
and each vowel combination is only pronounced one way.

A note on writing Lao script: Most consonants and some vowels start with a
small loop. In order to write the letter correctly, start with the loop at one end of
the letter and follow the letter through to the other end. Here is an example:

Start ~ @j

Each chapter contains explanations where necessary to make your learning
experience more enjoyable, so let’s leave it at that and get started.



The Tones

Consonant/Tonal Groupings

This chapter gives a brief overview of the Lao tones, and we recommend that
you work with both the accompanying audio CD and a Lao language teacher
to master them.

Lao Basics divides each consonant into one of the three traditional groupings
(or classes): Mid, Low, or High. The consonants in each particular grouping
follow the same rules when accompanied by various combinations of ending
consonants, vowels (short, long or nasal), and tonal marks. For example, all
eight Mid consonants follow the same rules, whereas Low consonants have
their own rules. And High consonants have their own rules. Sometimes, rules
do overlap groups, but rules rarely cover all groups.

It can be very difficult to memorize a chart with all of these peculiarities, and
for that reason Lao Basics takes a different path. Instead of memorizing a
chart, you will learn to read, write, comprehend and say each consonant,
each vowel, each word and each sentence in this book; in short you will
learn by doing.

Listen closely to the pronunciation on the CD, and if possible, work with a
native Lao speaker to master these sounds.

Tone Marks

There are four tonal marks that are placed over some Lao vowels from time
to time, but only two are regularly used, and we have attempted to teach you
mostly words without tone marks for the first part of the vowel section.

The first tonal symbol is called mai eik (pronounced “my ehk”). It looks like
a short number “1” placed over a letter [ ' ] and causes the sound of all words
that contain this tone mark to take on a middle (slightly high) pitch. Here are
some examples:
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P S T TR
UU%JO‘]'Q

The second tonal symbol is called mai too. You will learn later in the vowel
section that mai is a short sound and too is a long sound, pronounced “my
toe.” Since English is rarely consistent in pronunciation, however, we use a
different transliteration system, which you will learn as you progress through
the book. Mai too looks like a tiny, squiggly number “2” with a long tail [ ~ ].
When this is placed over a vowel, it causes the sound of Mid and Low Con-
sonant words to drop from a high tone to a low one, while it causes words
starting with a High consonant to fall from an already low starting point. Here
are some examples:

298 89U U”LY §

The third tonal symbol is mai jat dta waa or “my jaht dtah wah” [ ] and the
fourth is mai dtii or “my dtee” [ * ]. The former looks like a little lowercase
m with a tail, and the latter looks like a tiny plus sign. They are both seldom
used and change the sound of words to a short “pop”ping sound.
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Mid Consonants (Part I)

LESSON 1

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER PHONETICS SOUND
N 1 gaw g
9 ) jaw j
0 9 daw d
0 10 dtaw dt

The letter N is often transliterated as k in other Lao language books instead of
g, as we have used here. When found at the beginning of a word, the American
g sound is spot-on, but a soft k sound is appropriate when 1 is found at the
end of a word. An easy way to remember this is that g comes before k in the
English alphabet.

The sound aw is added to Lao letters to make the name of the letter. For ex-
ample, instead of saying gee as we would for the letter g in English, one must
say gaw for the letter N, as shown in the chart.

There are no capital or lowercase letters in Lao, and there are no spaces between
words in sentences.

As you look at each Lao example and listen to the audio, below and through-
out these chapters, focus on hearing the consonant’s sound; don’t worry about
understanding entire words.

Examples of N sound at the beginning of a word: fU / AU
Examples of N sound at the end of a word: 0N / SN

The letter 9 is often written as ch in other guides (often printed in England),
but once again you will find that the American English j is more accurate.



16 LESSON 1

&
Example of @ sound: & /

The letter @ at the beginning of a word sounds like an American d, with the
tongue curved farther back toward the center of the roof of the mouth.
At the end of a word, © has the sound of a soft t.

Examples of @ sound at the beginning of a word: Q99 / o
Examples of @ sound at the end of a word: Jo / s;lo

The letter €) has no exact mirror sound in English, but does come close to the
soft t spoken at the end of English words. For example: the soft t in what, but
not the tin Texas. It is therefore not the equivalent of a plain t as it is so often
written. It is rather a mix between a d and t, hence dt. This sound is made by
slightly touching your tongue against the back of your upper-front teeth
and making a d sound. These fine subtleties may not sound much different to
you and me, but they do change the meaning for Lao people.

Examples of €1 sound: MoE / (oM

Exercises

Refer to the answer key at the back of the book when necessary. If you need
to refer to the answer key during this first exercise you probably haven’t spent
enough time writing each letter and memorizing the chart.

A. Write in English:

1. © 6. O
2. I 7. N
3. N 8. 2
4. O 9. 0O
5. 9 10. N

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD. Repeat each one several

times to practice.
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B. Write in Lao:
1. daw 6. gaw
2. gaw 7. jaw
3. dtaw 8. dtaw
4. jaw 9. daw
5. dtaw 10. gaw

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD. Repeat each one several

times to practice.



LESSON 2
Mid Consonants (Part Il)

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER PHONETICS SOUND
U 14 baw b
y 15 bpaw bp
¢J 21 yaw y
9 32 aw aw

The letter U sounds like an American b at the beginning of a word, but a soft
American p at the end of a word.

Examples of U sound at the beginning of a word: 0/ uen
Examples of U sound at the end of a word: Ny / gy

The letter Y has no exact English counterpart and it is not a p as is so often
written. Instead it is a b unaspirated (no air leaves your mouth) with a slight
p sound included; hence use bp. This sound can be made by putting your lips
together like you are going to say a b and then pushing your lips with a bit
of air like you are saying a soft p sound (but do not let air out). It is not usu-
ally mastered too quickly and may require much practice. If you get frustrated
with this sound, say the sound p, and most people will understand what you
are saying.

T Examples of Y sound: J0 / U9

The letter ® has the audacity to act as a vowel, although it is included with the
consonants. When accompanied by consonants, it sounds like aw (awkward);
when combined only with a vowel it takes on that vowel’s sound. For now,
however, we will only focus on its use with consonants and will study how it
works with vowels when we reach that section.
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Examples of ® sound when combined with a consonant: 299/ U8n

Exercises

A. Write in English:

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.

® Nk W=
O CCoOoeE3 99D
O3 emC O ICS

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. aw 9. gaw
2. yaw 10. daw
3. bpaw 11. aw
4. dtaw 12. jaw
S. gaw 13. bpaw
6. aw 14. daw
7. jaw 15. yaw
8. baw 16. aw

. Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 3

Low Consonants (Part I)

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER PHONETICS SOUND
3 3 kaw k
9 4 ngaw ng
2 7 saw s
& 8 nyaw ny
n 12 taw t
U 13 naw n

Found at the beginning and end of words, 9 is spoken just like the ng in sing.
Native English speakers will have no problem correctly pronouncing ng
at the end of words, but it can be difficult to grasp when spoken first. As
the back of your tongue hits the top-back of the roof of your mouth, on the
edge of your throat, your nose will vibrate a bit when you try to say the ng in
sing without the si. The sound comes out of both your nose and mouth; i.e.,
you can’t say it properly if you pinch your nose closed. One way to practice
this sound is to say Sing it over and over, eventually getting to the point where
you can remove the s and then the i from sing. Then you will be saying ngit,

which is a good start.

Examples of 9 sound at the beginning of a word: ,50 / C?)l.l
Examples of 9 sound at the end of a word: cé%ej / 89

The letter ® at the beginning of a word sounds like nyuh or like the nio in
onion, but is pronounced like the y in boy at the end of a word.

Examples of & sound at the beginning of a word: &9/ 89
+ Examples of & sound at the end of a word: (68 / Uy
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Exercises

A. Write in English:

1. © 9. g 17. &
2. g 10. © 18. ¢
3. N 11. 9 19. U
4. 9 12. © 20. ©
5. U 13. v 21. n
6. 9 14. 9 22. 9
7. & 15. U 23. U
8. @& 16. U 24. g

- Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.

y Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:

1. kaw 9. nyaw 17. saw
2. daw 10. bpaw 18. gaw
3. ngaw 11. taw 19. naw
4. saw 12. aw 20. bpaw
5. naw 13. yaw 21. ngaw
6. baw 14. daw 22. baw
7. dtaw 15. jaw 23. kaw
8. ngaw 16. kaw 24. daw

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.

» Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 4
Low Consonants (Part Il)

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER PHONETICS SOUND

w 18 paw p

] 19 faw f

U 20 maw m

Q 22 law 1

9 23 waw w

S 32 haw

9 (waw) acts both as a consonant and vowel, which you will see later. Some
language guides classify this sound as v and some as w, and sometimes it is
hard to tell which it is when it begins a word. For clarity’s sake we have chosen
w, since it is quite clear that Lao people do say “wolleyball” rather than “vol-
leyball.” When placed at the end of a word, like 899 (Lao), 9 sounds like “oh”
and is transliterated as the o in Lao. (Although some might feel that it sounds
closer to the ow in now, the ow is used for another vowel sound.)

- Examples of O sound at the beginning of a word: 2N / 07

Examples of 9@ sound at the end of a word: 93 / 092

Note: You will see in the vowel section that Lao would normally be written as
Laao using our transliteration system, but because it is so commonly written
in English as “Lao,” we have opted to simply leave it be when we use it as an
English word. Remember, however, that Lao is a long sound (laao).
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Before 1975, the Lao language did have the letter § (raw), which looks quite
similar to the S (haw), except that the r is rounded at the top while the h is
bent upward in the same place. It is worth noting this in case you study Thai
or visit Thailand, where the r is still in use and regularly replaces the Lao h
sound in words such as hoong hian (school). In Thai, it is roong rian.

{ Any. Example of § sound: TSSSJ J

Exercises

A. Write in English:

C1.w 11. @ 21. ©
2. U 12. 9 22. @
3. o 13. O 23. ¢
4. © 14. 2 24. S
5. U 15. U 25. U
6. 16. & 26. W
7. @ 17. 0 27. 0
8. U 18. @ 28. 9
9. S 19. 9 29. U
10. W 20. N 30. O

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.
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B. Write the English for the Lao script:

1. daw 11. baw 21. dtaw
2. paw 12. dtaw 22. kaw
3. law 13. maw 23. naw
4. maw 14. waw 24. bpaw
S. naw 15. faw 25. waw
6. aw 16. yaw 26. ngaw
7. saw 17. nyaw 27. yaw
8. jaw 18. saw 28. gaw
9. faw 19. ngaw 29. nyaw
10. paw 20. taw 30. faw

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.

* Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 5
High Consonants

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER PHONETICS SOUND

2 2 k(h)aw (h)

& 6 saw s

1) 11 t(h)aw t(h)

W] 16 p(h)aw p(h)
eJ 17 faw f

0 24 haw h

The transliterated (h) that you will see from here on out means there is a slight
aspiration (puff of air) after the initial letter. It’s natural for English speakers to
aspirate words unknowingly, such as park, boy, and huh? The letters we aspirate
are not always the same in Lao, however. Pay close attention to these, as some
look and sound quite similar, such as & (p) and €3 (ph).

Examples of W sound: (W9 / WU
b Examples of €3 sound: €30 / @mo

Exercises

A. Write in English:

1. W 6. O 11. &
2. U 7. U 12. U
3. & 8. 13. 8
4. U 9. & 14. &
ST ) 10. o 15. »
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16. W 25. D 34. U
17. & 26. 9 35. ¢
18. 9 27. 0 36. €
19. O 28. N 37. 0
20. g 29. O 38. 9
21. v 30. & 39. U
22. ¢ 31. ¢ 40. M
23. 0 32. 2
24. 1) 33. 8

. Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.

b Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
- 1. daw 15. faw 29. nyaw
2. paw 16. yaw 30. faw

3. law 17. nyaw 31. haw
4. maw 18. saw 32. jaw
5. naw 19. ngaw 33. maw
6. aw 20. taw 34. p(h)aw
7. haw 21. dtaw 35. paw
8. jaw 22. k(h)aw 36. law
9. t(h)aw 23. naw 37. faw
10. p(h)aw 24. bpaw 38. dtaw
11. baw - 25. waw 39. saw
12. kaw 26. ngaw 40. naw
13. maw 27. yaw
14. waw 28. gaw

Note: Don’t forget—there are now two ways to write the Lao s, fand h.
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Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.

You’ve finished learning the 26 Lao consonants. Now, there are just six special
spellings to learn. They are grouped along with the Rising Consonants you
just studied, but we are giving them their own special section so you don't get
overloaded.



LESSON 6
High Consonants with Special Spellings

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER PHONETICS SOUND
9 26 ngaw ng
0y 27 nyaw ny
i 28 naw n
il 29 maw m
J) or U1 30 law 1

0D 31 waw w

The letter 01 (haw) is added to the other letters only for some words, but the
word maintains the sound of the second letter.

YV and YV are created like this: 91+ U = UV
N+U=00

Exercises

A. Write in English:

1. O .8 19. 119
2. Q 20. 01
3. & Y] 21. U
4. 2 9 22. ¢
5. U gl 23. U
6. Y 1| 24. ¥
7. N 2 25. D
8. w 0 26. ¢
9. U 3 27. M9
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28. U 37. N 46. ¢
29. 9 38. U 47. 1
30. 8 39. 11 48. @
31. ¢ 40. U 49. O
32. 9 41. © 50. Me
33. 42. U 51. g
34. U 43. 8 52. 01
35. & 44, W

36. O 45. ¢

Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:

Note: There are two ways to write the characters you just learned: with and
without the 1.

1. daw . bpaw . haw
2. k(h)aw . faw . nyaw
3. waw 21. t(h)aw . paw
4. paw 22. nyaw . yaw
S. taw 23. ngaw . maw
6. saw 24. p(h)aw 42. daw
7. yaw 25. law 43. aw

8. haw 26. saw 44. t(h)aw
9. law 27. taw 45. faw
10. jaw 28. dtaw 46. ngaw
11. dtaw 29. bpaw 47. p(h)aw
12. faw 30. yaw 48. law
13. aw 31. gaw 49. baw
14. gaw 32. kaw 50. bpaw
15. k(h)aw 33. naw 51. daw
16. baw 34. jaw 52. maw
17. maw 35. taw

18. naw 36. waw
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Now listen to these letters, pronounced on the CD. You'll notice that in cases
where there are two spellings, the audio states both, as they are spoken slightly
differently.

Repeat each one several times to practice.
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LESSON 7

+ Alphabetical Order of Consonants as Found in Dictionary:

1. N 17. ¢J
2. 2 18. W
3. @ 19. W
4. 9 20. U
5. 9 21. &
6. & 22. &
7. 2 23. 2
8. ¢ 24. O
9. © 25. ©
10. © 26. S
11. 27. 019
12. 0 28. 18
13. U 29. vV
14. U 30. W
15. U 31. @1/ 0
16. €3 32. 01D
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LESSON 8
Right Side Vowels

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND SPELLING
as in ha!
£

X 1 (short) “

X4 3 as in father aa
(long)

X% 32 as in U.S. Mom aam
(long)

Examples of X& sound: %, 0¥, U¥
Examples of X9 sound: U9, U9, 19N
Examples of X9 sound: 1)31, 0"‘1, na

The construction of Lao words, with the above vowels, is shown below:

Ex. 9 + X = ¢
J+ a =]Ja

Ex. U + x9 = 19
M + aa = Maa

Ex. O + x°‘1 = O%)
D + aam = Daam

Notice that Lao has “short” and “long” vowel sounds. It is important to pay
attention to this point in words that you learn, because meanings do vary
accordingly.

The vowel x¥ is made up of two separate vowel parts: X and X9. You'll learn
more about these soon.
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Exercises

A. Write in English:

1. [ 8. U9 15. QU
2. w9 9. Q9D 16. M998
3. U9 10. 99U 17. 919N
4. ¢ 11. 09 18. 0O=Y90
5. 09 12. g9 19. ¢Jan
6. 09 13. 99N 20. 299

7. ¢an 14. Q92

Now listen to these words, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. daao 8. vyaa 15. dtalaat
2. laao 9. naam 16. daam
3. ngaam 10. yaak 17. bpaa
4. ja 11. haak 18. saa
5. vyaak 12. k(h)aao 19. maa
6. nyaak 13. naam 20. dtaai
7. t(h)aam 14. laao

Now listen to these words, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.

C. Put the following words in alphabetical order:
1. 99, 29, A%, V19N

2. ¢an, 09, g9, 994, OEPIO, 09D
3. 299, U9, 019, V9 19U, gan, 0198, 09D, R9D



LESSON 9
Vocabulary A

Some of the words you just learned to read and write, along with a few new
ones, are listed in alphabetical order below with their meanings.

# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)
1 292 K(h)aao white (adj)

2 NN laao (s)he (n), Laos (n)
3 99U ngaam pretty (adj)

4 L ja will (in the future)
5 29 saa tea (n)

6 (29n)19 (sawk) haa look for (v)

7 &N nyaak difficult (adj)

8 092 daao star in sky (n), person’s name
9 OeY0 dtalaat market (n)

10 L t(h)aam ask (v)

11 1J°;]’ naam water (n)

12 ya bpaa fish (n)

13 9 maa come (V)

14 g9 yaa medicine (n)
15 gJan yaak want (v)

16 SN haak vomit (n), (v)
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Nouns and verbs do not change form in Lao. In other words, come and came
are both the same word: U9 (maa). Other words are added in Lao to give time/
tense context. This will be explained in more detail further on.

Articles that we are familiar with in English, such as a, an, the, are not used in
Lao, but other words are used to signify superlatives and the kinds of objects
you are counting (round, flat, animal, person, etc.).

¢Jan (yaak) means to want. When a verb follows, it means you want to do
something. When you want an object, say “Yaak dai [object].”

Exercises

A. Translate into English:

1. &9 5. Q2aMNuUOEYI0
2. U9y 6. QDU

3. 090g9NN929 7. U929

4. 908N 8. Q999x29NNaUa

Now listen to these phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Translate into Lao:

The fish will come.
Dao’s tea.

She is pretty.

The fish wants to vomit.

White fish.

Dao is looking for medicine.
It’s difficult.

(S)he vomited.

Ll
® N »

f Now listen to these phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.
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Notes:
Adjectives follow their respective nouns. For example, “black car” in English
becomes “car black” in Lao.

Possessives work like this: “Sam’s dog” in English becomes “dog (of) Sam” in
Lao, but the of is often left out. This will be explained in more detail when we
learn about the word for of.



LESSON 10

Top Vowels
LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND SPELLING
as in ah!
XX 2 (short) a
same as X¥
XX 17 as in home o
o as in it
X 4 (short) !
a as in bee .
X S (long) n
® as in look
X 6 (short) uh
@ as in look
X 7 (long) uhh
)°( 20 as in law aw

Examples of XX sound: v, §n, &9
b Examples of XX sound: 51), ﬁﬂ, n
Examples of X sound: J0, AU

< <

Examples of X sound:
Examples of X sound:
Examples of X sound:
Examples of X sound:



TOP VOWELS 41

The construction of Lao words, with the above vowels, is shown below:

Ex. N+ X +U =N
g +a+p=gap

Ex.ﬂ+°)2+1)=§1)
k + 0 + n =Kon

Ex. U+ X +0 =30
bp+ i + t =Dbpit

Ex.QU+C)2

m + ii

I
5 &0

FEx. 2 + X + U =30
k(h) + uh + m = k(hyuhm

Ex. @ + G)z +¢U=5U
I + uhh + m = luhhm

Fx. 2 + X =2
k(h) + aw = k(h)aw
Exercises

A. Write in English:

1. Oy 8. Sn 15. &9
2. fiu 9. & 16. O
3. % 10. &in 17. §n
4. 3 1. O 18. &%
5. U 12. nauEQa 19. On
6. Jo 13. 8UR9D 20. e
7. T 14. AU
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- Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. mii 11. t(h)uhhk
2. luhhm 12. hak
3. kuhhn 13. nok
4. dii laai 14. gin
S. baw 15. kuhh gan
6. nyang 16. tam ma daa
7. Yyaa 17. juhh
8. Dbpit 18. gap
9. Kk(h)aw 19. kon laao
10. hok 20. baw

_ Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

+ Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Put the following words in alphabetical order:

1. 1m fiu, wauros, U
2. 'a,a $, 9o, Fu, O, emmo AU

w/

3. ﬂﬂ']iU, SN, m, 3’]1), EJj, U, 2, OQ]‘]EJ



LESSON 11
Vocabulary B

# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)

1 ﬁu(éqn) gap(baan) with, return (home) (v), (n)
2 AU gin eat (v)

3 2 k(h)aw asking for something)
4 v kuhh’gan same, also (adj)

5 aURND kon laao Lao person (n)

6 e juhh remember (v)

7 &9 nyang not yet (adv)

8 8@‘1&1 dii laai very good (adv, adj)
9 NaUEO tam ma daa normal, regular (adj)
10 Un nok bird, person’s name (1)
11 {J baw no, ?

12 Jo bpit close (v)

13 on mak like (v)

14 D mii have (v)

15 U luhhm forget (v)

16 &n hak love (v)

U (gap) is often used in conjunction with a place you are going back to such
as home (ALY / gap baan). For example, someone might ask you where
you're going: jow pbai sai? You can reply gap baan (“Returning home”).
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U gap
(39tU197? jow pbai sai?
nudau gap ban.

2 (k(h)aw) is usually used to ask for something. For example, k(h)aw bpaa
daae (May I have the fish, please?). Daae means “please.”

P> k(h)aw
SUICLO k(h)aw bpaa daae?

PV (kuhh’gan) is usually placed after a subject or verb, similar to how we use
too, also, either and neither in English. For example, k(h)awy kuhh’gan means
“Me, too.” k(h)awy means “I” or “me.”

afiu kuhh’gan
298871 k(h)awy kuhh’gan.

a (dii) means “good”; 118 (laai) means “very” or “really.” These words are
used as often as we use them in English. 198 is always placed after the adjective
(meaning “very” ) or noun (meaning “many” or “a lot of” ). For
example, dii laai means “very good,” and nok laai means “a lot of birds.”

0 dii

e Q .o .
QY98 dii laai

Unyag nok laai

NIWEO (tam ma daa) is used to describe something as “regular, normal,” or

“so-so0.” It can indicate, for instance, the kind of gasoline that you want. Or if
something is “only okay,” NUEO is the perfect thing to say.

) (baw) has a tonal mark over it called mai ehk. It has been covered in the
tones chapter. ) carries with it two meanings:

1) When used at the beginning of a sentence, or alone, it means “No,” or
“Don’t.”
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2) When placed at the end of a sentence, 2 turns the statement into a question.
But note, U is not needed to make interrogative sentences when question
words are used, such as “what?”, “how many?”, “who?”, etc.

: Z°J baw

JRuU9 baw gin bpaa = Don't eat fish.

AuYa gin bpaa = Eat fish.

ﬂiJU‘]U'7 gin bpaa baw? = Do you eat fish?
UT]&JU‘]U'? baw gin bpaa baw? = You don’t eat fish?

Exercises

A. Translate into English:

1. aﬂoégéﬁUUﬂaﬂo 5. Unasgennaya
2. ©0920DnN 6. Ind?

3. auatsalnnuda 7. 092Dga0yne
4. [V

 Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Translate into Lao:

She likes white birds.

He has a lot of water.

(I will) come back to the market, too.

Do you love her/him?

(S)he doesn’t have any.

Ask her.

The market still has pretty birds, white fish (and) very good

NS W=

medicine.

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

» Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 12
Bottom Vowels

ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH
LAO ORDER SOUND ENGLISH
as in glue
X
? 8 (short) u
X 9 as in dude au
¥ (long)
Examples of X sound: &, 119
Examples of X sound: ¢, s
U U U
In Between Vowels
ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH
LAO ORDER SOUND ENGLISH
XOX 21 as in law aw
(long)
as in the name Ian
XX 27 ia
J (short)

Examples of X9X sound: 299, UL

Examples of XX sound: SJu, 9N
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Top and Right/Middle Vowels

ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH
LAO ORDER SOUND ENGLISH
Xog, Xox asinu +a
’ 1
(rare) 30,3 (short) ua
o~ i +
R0, XOX 32, 33 asinuu +a uua
(long)

Example of Xow, Xox sound: 00w

Examples of 6)20, XaX sound: 50, 109

9 (aw) and O (uua) are both consonants as well as vowels (learned earlier). 9
is pronounced aw- unless next to another vowel, when it takes on the sound
of that vowel.

9 aw

» & uua

Examples of © next to another vowel: 99/ 53?10

Remember, when 9 begins or ends a word, it sounds like w. But as a vowel, in
the middle of a word, it sounds like a short or long (u)ua.

2 Example of short 9 sound in the middle of a word: Goe

3 Examples of long @ sound in the middle of a word: 30 / o9

Exercises

A. Write in English:

1. 09 4. 2jJu 7. 129

o

2. 99 5. 299 8. SJu
Iy 6. UDU 9. (oe
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10. N29 17. &9 24. 298¢
11. g9U 18. u) 25. S9U
12. u9n 19. ]9 26. U9
13. U 20. o 27. S

Y 2 @©L
14. 99N 21. ¢Ig98 28. €389
15. ©199¢ 22. QJO
16. 9J 23. 209

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

b Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. p(h)uua 11. huu 21. k(h)awy
2. nawn 12. kuaay 22. p(h)uu saai
3. gung 13. k(h)awg 23. bawk
4. jawk 14. p(h)uu saao 24. hian
S. yut 15. hawn 25. diao
6. suup 16. nyung 26. siang
7. supaap 17. dtua 27. sawn
8. nguua 18. muu 28. nawy
9. wiak 19. k(h)ian
10. k(h)uaa 20. guaa

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

b Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Put the following words in alphabetical order:

L. gway, qum, 61899, 298
2. 39N, 19, O]9, 299, W, IR, AJN, ON

3. §u, ¥, 890, §, USN, SJV, J9, Y9
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Vocabulary C
/
# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)
1 ZSf] gung shrimp (n)
2 N9 guaa intensifier (“-er”)
3 299 k(h)awng possessive “of”
4 égg k(h)awy I (personal pronoun)
5 2Ju k(h)ian write (v)
6 §109¢8) Kuaay water buffalo (n)
7 30 nguua cow, beef (n)
8 99N jawk cup, glass (n)
9 QU suup smoke (v)
10 ]9 siang sound (n)
11 &9 nyung mosquito (n)
12 QJo diao only (adj)
13 Gox dtua lie (v)
14 ﬁey nawy n;ixiﬂee([(frig)'n)
15 pUESHY nawn sleep (v)
16 yuan bawk tell (v)
17 t’é?\i‘lo p(h)uu saao woman (n)
18 éaﬂa p(h)uu saai man (n)
19 €30 p(h)uua husband (n)
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20 ) muu friend (n)
21 eJo yut stop (v)

22 2N wiak work (n)
23 §” huu know (v)
24 SJU hian study (v)
25 SO hawn hot (adj)

299 (k(h)awng) is commonly left out of daily speech but is used often enough
to learn. For example, “I” is 588 (k(h)awy), but “my” or “mine” is 283é8€).
In other words, “of I” or “of me.” Although Lao people may not use 299 often,
it may help you make yourself understood more clearly.

Suppose you’re at a bar and you're not sure which drink is yours. You may
point to a glass and ask, “283582123'?” k(h)awng k(ha)wy baw? (Is it mine?)
And the person you’re asking may very well say, "283588." k(h)awng
k(h)awy. (It’s mine.) Or (s)he may say baw huu, “(I) don’t know.” Note that
the subject, glass in this case, is usually left out if it is understood.

You'll see a few water buffaloes in Laos, but not as many as before. Remember,
P> (k(h)aw) means “please,” 298 (k(h)awy) means “I,” and 1998 (kuuay: the
long uua sounds like waa) means “water buffalo.”

299 k(h)ellwng

29929807 k(h)awng k(ha)wy baw?
29929¢). k(h)awng k(h)awy.

2 k(h)aw

298 k(h)awy

998 kuuay

QJ9 (diao) is a classifier that is generally placed after a noun to mean only
one of that noun. For example, 51]61]0 (kon diao) means “only me; just one
person,” “alone,” or “just me” (if you're talking about yourself).
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OJO diao

Do not use i9e (dtua) in any accusing manner. Lao people don’t raise their
voices often, but this could cause a flareup of emotions, just as it would any-
where else.

Exercises

A. Translate into English:

1. geugBozegnao 5. UsuZENMAYIgU
2. OURID 6. 007

3. éesanmwj 7. 0D

4. SUYPIY 8. 2sulojnygae

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.
B: Translate into Lao:

Only one person.

I don’t smoke.

Stop!

You still don’t know?

My friend’s husband ate my water buffalo.
Ask Nawy, “Do you know Nok?”

He lies a lot.

The mosquito is smaller than the white bird.

A N A i o

Do you eat shrimp?
10. Women write better than men.

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

- Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 14
Left Side Only Vowels

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
94 12 a5 In game eei
(long)
(494 15 as I ait aae
(long)
Example of (X sound: (289
Examples of ((x sound: (), ((RD
LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
as in phone
Tx 18 (long) 00
as in hi .
%, Ix 35, 36 (short & long) ai
Examples of 1x sound: two, 109
Example of {x / Ix sound: 1% / tU
Exercises
A. Write in English:
1. (229 8. N 15. (D
2. (t2U 9. (09 16. two
3. 1 10. t9U 17. &9
4. w9V 11. D 18. ((01999U
5. [ 12. 1o 19. yae
6. L(290(S9 13. 8RU 20. (W9
7. W 14. 1029
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~Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

~ Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. yaa nawy 11. poot
2. joon 12. wai
3. tai 13. gung
4. soodaa 14. dtaaeng ngaan
5. kon laao 15. jai
6. weei laa 16. doo laa
7. dtaaek 17. hoong maw
8. moong 18. yaak maa
9. tam ma daa 19. nai look
10. saaep 20. maak dtaaeng

. Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

~ Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Put the following words in alphabetical order:
1. 19, 12nd, ¢899, 19, In

2. Two, ¢, oy, 8o, sy, AN, Ts9ud
3. (0a9, Hu, o9, (o, W, wws, 3, 8, n



LESSON 15
Vocabulary D

# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)

1 N gai far (adj)

2 (0290039 khaaeng haaeng healthy (adj)

3 Ty joon criminal (n)

4 1 jai heart (n)

5 s sai with, use; put on/in (v)
6 (U saaep delicious (adj)

7 223’18 sook dii good luck, goodbye
8 g (09 sii daaeng red (adj)

9 (o daae please

10 029 doo laa U.S. $ dollar ()

11 o dai can, able; received; did (v)
12 (e dtaaek break (v)

13 LLC’IlfJf]ﬂll dtaaeng ngaan marry (v)

14 Jenoln pba teeit tai Thailand (n)

15 W pbai go (v)

16 v nai in

17 ceau faaen girlfriend/boyfriend (n)
18 (lwe paaeng expensive (adj)

19 Two poot too much (adv)
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20 Tl fai fire (n)

21 gUINCLO9Y maak dtaaeng cucumber (n)

22 tim moong o’clock, clock, watch (n)
23 LC&SD laaeo already (adv); finish(ed)
24 (IR0 weei laa time (n)

25 | &) wai fast (adj)

26 YsasJu hoong hian school (n)

27 W hai give (v)

Tana (sook dii) is used primarily to say “goodbye” by the person who is stay-
ing behind. The person leaving usually says AN (laa gawn). Tana also
means “Good luck.”

g (sii) means “color.” £609 (daaeng) means “red.” Always use & before a color,
as in 5&(03 (“color red”).

{19 (daae) is a common word that means “please.” It is usually placed after the
request, and is sometimes used in conjunction with 2 but that is not necessary.
k(h)aw sawng jawk daae means “Please bring two cups.”

) 49) (dai) means “can,” as in ability. To ask for a discount, you would ask: lut
dai baw? The answer will be: dai (can) or baw dai (can't).

Two (poot) means “too,” but is used after adjectives. For example, paaeng
poot means “Too expensive.”

T,U‘j (moong) is used to talk about the time of day. For example, jak moong
means “What time (will something happen)?” The answer will be a time, such
as 1:00 PM. (299 (weei laa) refers to “time” in the general sense, such as:
VU9 (baw mii weei laa), which is a common expression that means: “I
don’t have time.”
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I:CESO (laaeo) is one of the most common words in Lao. It is usually used to
signify that something has finished, and is often translated as “already.” For
example, gin laaeo baw? means, “Have you (already) eaten?” gin laaeo means,
“I've already eaten.”

1o (hai) is used alone to mean “give,” and it also used in conjunction with (99
(ow) "take”—to mean “give something to someone.” For example, ow bik hai
Khawy means, “Take (the) pen (to) give me,” or “Give me (a/the) pen.”

Taﬂa sook dii.
9N9U laa gawn.

& sii
g (609 sii daaeng (“color red”)

((0) daae
éaejwemcd k(h)aw sawng jawk daae. (Please bring two cups.)

\Ea dai

ZJ'IO\EOU'7 lut dai baw? (Can I have a discount?)
\EC] dai. (You can have a discount.)

U\EO baw dai. (You can’t have a discount.)

Two poot
C[;ZUf)EZUO paaeng poot. (Too expensive.)

TUﬂ moong
D929 baw mii weei laa. (I don’t have time.)

(IR laaeo
mlcca)ou? gin laaeo baw? (Have you eaten yet?)
mm;ao gin laaeo. (I've already eaten.)

TZH hai
(89 ow
(890nlmeey ow bik hai khawy. (Give me a/the pen.)



VOCABULARY D 57

Exercises

A. Translate into English:

1. gud? 5. Ytontad?

2. ﬁeaccc@ggﬂmcéa 6. OD0a9

3. 928900y 7. tWUisgsjuiniug?

4. FNtu9@0? 8.  WMNOYLWIITWO

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

b Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Translate into Lao:

Good luck!

What time does the market close?

I will go to work at 10 o’clock.

Lao (language) is not too difficult.

My glass is (already) broken.

I already ate.

The strong man wants to marry the pretty woman.

X NN DN

Can you write Lao?
Note: The number “10” is written SV (sip).

.. Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

¥ Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 16
Left & Top Vowels

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
v as in bet
X 11 e
‘ (short)
Examples of (X sound: (O, t&y, (U
LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
ORDER SOUND LETTER
o as in numbe(r)
9¢ 2 er
3 (short) (er)
in numbe
& 04 as in nu (r (err)
(long)

Examples of (X sound: L?‘lf), l;?)ij, cﬁj
Example of (X sound alone: (€]
Examples of (X sound followed by a consonant: (Jo, 8y

The (er) and (err) transliterations are widely used, but are not entirely accurate.
They do come close to the sound required, but with this caveat: the “r” sound
is more pronounced when nothing follows the “r,” and only slightly spoken,
if at all, when a consonant follows.
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Exercises

A. Translate into English:

1. o 8. &Ny 15. (9u
2. &y 9. (U 16. (S0
3. By 10. 59 17.
4. 11. 8o 18. (Uhu
5. ON 12. (€30 19. &9
6. (€ 13. 8U 20. &y
7. (999 14. (@0

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. ng(er)n 8. Kk(h)aw 15. phet
2. Kem 9. het 16. saaep
3. men 10. k(err)’y 17. Kk(er)ng
4. f(err) 11. paaeng poot 18. ngaam laai
5. s(err)n 12. dek 19. b(er)ng
6. nok nawy 13. yen 20. nai
7. jep 14. pben

. Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

+ Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Put the following words ir alphabetical order:
1. Wy, o, Bw, 029, diy, On

v o & @ a
2. ¢8J, Do, 630, (Ju, 89, aNY, e
') ') & v o [ Q
3. ¢80, (Ju, 09, (ON, 8w, Wy, (U, (U



LESSON 17
Vocabulary E

# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)
1 (e kem salty (adj)

2 I;?]ﬂ k(er)ng Y (one half)

3 ) k(err)'y have ever

4 L%U ng(er)n money (n)

5 (U jep hurt (v), (adj)

6 £§1J s(err)n invite (v)

7 ([Enuee dek nawy child (n)

8 (B dtem full (for cups, etc.) (adj)
9 (Ju bpen am, is (for people)
10 (Jo bp(er)t open (v)

11 (i[9 p(h)et spicy (adj)

12 ce) f(err) rice noodle dish (n)
13 £35¥ yen cool (adj)

14 (DU men stinks (adj)

15 (20 het do (v)

Lgﬂ (k(er)ng) means “half” and is often used when telling the time. For ex-
ample, sawng moong k(er)ng means “2:30.”

(e (k(err)y) means “have ever” and “have never,” depending on its place-
ment in the sentence. For example, jow k(err)y bpai bpateeit thai baw?
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translates to “Have you ever been to Luang Prabang?” And baw k(err)y (pbai)

means “I haven’t (ever) been” or “I’ve never been.”

(Ju (pben) is used to say that a person “is” something. For example, Khawy
bpen aajaan sawn means “I am a teacher.”

(0 (het) means “do/make,” and needs to be followed by an object, verb or
question word. For example, jow het wiak laai baw? means “Do you work a
lot?” and jow het nyang? means “What are you doing?”

Cgf] k(er)ng
; S
aag?ugcaj sawng moong k(er)ng (2:30)

6o K(err)y '

(Fadtueotnd? jow K(err)y bpai bpateeit thai baw? (Have you ever
~been to Luang Prabang?)

zﬁcé’a(‘t UJ). baw K(err)y (pbai). (I haven’t [ever] been. or I've never been.)

iy pben
29¢ (JU2999US9U. khawy bpen aajaan sawn. (I am a teacher.)

(S0 het
E%ﬂL§OOJﬂ§]ﬂ8ﬁ? jow het wiak laai baw? (Do you work a lot?)
(99(S0MeI9? jow het nyang? (What are you doing?)

&9U (saam) is the number “3.” To say “30,” for example, you would say “3”
(saam) and then “10” (sip). Hence: saam sip means “30.” To say the number
“13,” you would reverse this: “10” sip and then “3” saam would be sip saam,
or “13.”

90 saam (3)
, U sip saam (13)
WSV saam sip (30)

neh97? (nyang) means “what?” when combined with a verb. For example,
het nyang (What are you doing?) literally means, “Do what?” In common
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speech, the subject “you” is understood. maaen nyang literally means “Is
what?” but in everyday speech it just means “What?” as in “What? (I didn’t
quite hear you).”

zne“fj nyang
(S0089? het nyang? (What are you doing?) €
ccﬂnmﬁg? maaen nyang? (What? [I didn’t quite hear you.])

Exercises
A. Translate into English:

Deacduu?

1 5. 2su0iduyae

2. BetUUrmotnd? 6. Hoyaen?

3. (U 7. SnussEondy?
4. 39910989 8. Dioaad)?

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

» Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Translate into Lao:

The f{err) is really spicy.

Look at him.

The fish is too salty.

Have you already been?

I haven’t been yet.

Can you come to my house at 3:30?
She is a man.

® NN

Is it delicious?

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.



LESSON 18
Left & Right Vowels

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
as in net
T
X 10 (short & rarely written) ¢
CEXE as in air or eh
[CXX (rare) 13,14 (short) ae
Examples of (X& sound: (g, (L&
Example of ({Xe / (Xx sound: ((%, ((UeU
LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
Txe 16 as in go or oh (short) 0
(XY 19 mix aw & o as in aw
naughty (very short)
(X&) as in U.S. via or U.K. ear .
v . 26 iaa
tX] (rare spelling) (long)
Examples of Ixe sound: (0¥, 223
Examples of (X9 sound: (U9%, (WALJ9
Examples of (X&) sound: (U8, (U8
Exercises
A. Write in English:
1. o 4. WY 7. (9
2. gy 5. (Wawd9 8. &an
3. (o 6. (W 9. loe
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10. ((UEY 13. (g0 16. 89
11. e 14. Igv 17. 2u
12. 99N 15. tUg

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

» Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. lae 6. dto 11. s(err)n
2. saw 7. nyung 12. naw
3. dte 8. paw waa 13. jawk
4. nae nam 9. ng(er)n 14. yaak
S. miaa 10. siaa 15. so

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

» Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Put in alphabetical order:
1. (0%, &9, (W9, 10

2. (RE, (U9Y, ((UEL, (80, tow
3. (g%, (99, 99, ((WrL, gan, H



LESSON 19
Vocabulary F

# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)
1 (o siaa lose something (v)
2 (o se get the(l;gikd(;ugts ;)f here!
3 i so {for chickens
4 (Oe dte kick (v)

5 Tow dto desk, table (1)

6 LUEU nae nam introduce (v); advice
7 SULE~ naw huh? right?

8 $3]3] biaa beer (n)

9 WaLn paw waa because
10 tJe miaa wife (n)
11 (LT lae and (for nouns)

The written structure £°>J(J is almost obsolete; (X&) has taken its place. You will
see this on T-shirts and beer bottles that read: (U899 (biaa laao). “Beer Lao”
is the country’s only domestically produced beer label.
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Exercises

A. Translate into English:

1. cwewﬁng}asgésy

2. Ruyawaedaguyas @
3. Q99(REUYEY LUIND

4. (WHYIBUIE

5. Tas!

6. cuaﬁeaaegmo§)uﬂﬂmw

7. Q920UNEY?

8. UNIFUNDIW29Y VLN

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Translate into Lao:

It’s really hard (difficult), huh?

Has she ever eaten f(err)?

I don’t have money because I eat a lot.
It’s hot, huh?

Do you like my desk?

This is too spicy, huh.

NSk W=

My friend’s husband lost my water buffalo.

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.



Left, Top & Right Vowels

LESSON 20

LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
(X9 29 as in look + ah ul'a

(rare) (short)
- as in h
Xe 30 in look +a uhh’a
(long)
(o1 QA [
Examples of (X9 sound: (89, (U298
LAO ALPHABETICAL ENGLISH ENGLISH
LETTER ORDER SOUND LETTER
(X9 34 as in now ow

Examples of (X9 sound: (89, (39, (4}, (09

The vowel (X is often transcribed as ao, but we use ow as it better corresponds to

English words such as now, how, cow, wow and vow. Do not get confused when you

see bow and tow, though—they too are pronounced with the ow as in now.

Exercises
A. Write in English:

(99
(So
SJU
&
(Uog
(Sou
C
C

6)
U9

>,

A A o

S 39

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

(Ha9
Jo

D9
(R
(01990
Oy
(S

1S.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write in Lao:
1. duhh’an 8. ow
2. wWow 9. naw
3. huhh’an 10. luhh’at
4. Kk(h)aao 11. huhh’a
5. het 12. kuhh’ang
6. jow 13. daao
7. t(h)ow 14. saaep

~Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

15.
16.
17.
18.

. bow
20.

~ Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Arrange in alphabetical order:
1. Do, mﬂ caeo Jo, Lug

2. ([Qz, LUISUU‘] EJJSEJ [;8‘1 LT]‘T EO‘] tUen
3. EJJ‘] EOSIJ CSO CSS QU]QZHJ‘] EU‘W CS\)SO casg

mow
muhh’ay
muhh’ak
muhh’ang

tuhh’a naa



LESSON 21

Vocabulary G
# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)
1 WON (S puak k(h)ow they, them
2 cé‘%eg kuhh’ang thing (n)
3 L%ﬂ jow ~ you
4 Lgs suhh’a shirt (n)
5 (dou duhh’an month, moon (n)
6 (o9 dow guess (n), (v)
7 o t(h)ow old (adj)
8 3k bow light, soft (not heavy) (adj)
9 cﬁeg muhh’ang city (n)
10 (Do muhh’ak humid; oily (adj)
11 (Doe muhh’ay tired (adj)
12 o mow drunk (adj)
13 (290 luhh’at blood (1)
14 Cgﬂ WOW say, speak (v)
15 (99 ow take (v)
16 (So huhh’a boat (n)
17 (S0 huhh’at bed bugs (n)
18 (Sou huhh’an house (n)
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Woniga (puak k(h)ow) is the proper way to say “they” or “them.” Do not
confuse it with puak how (“we”).

s35) (bow) can be combined with other words to create new ones. This is very
common practice in Lao. For example, huu bow (?{lcﬁﬂ) literally translates as
“ear soft” (soft ear) or “gullible.”

(3920 (luhh’at) is put in many Lao dishes. If you don’t want it, you’ll be bet-
ter off learning how to say baw sai luhh’at, which literally means “not with
blood,” or simply “without blood.”

(89 (ow) is used to ask for something or ask if someone wants something.
For example, “ow baw?” (8907? means “Do you want it?” (89 (ow) means
“I'll take it.”

(89 can also be combined with other words: ow maa (£§‘wﬂ) literally means
“take come,” that is, “bring,” and ow pbai (£§‘1\E ) literally means “take go”:
simply, “take.”

WoN(2a puak k(h)ow

09 bow
21609 huu bow (gullible)

(390 luhh’at
0189t390 baw sai luhh’at. (Not with blood. [regarding food])

(89 ow

(8907 ow baw? (Do you want it?)
céﬂ ow. ('l take it.)

(99 baw ow. (I don’t want it.)

(8909 ow maa (bring)
(89td ow pbai (take)
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Exercises
A. Translate into English:

BaDcaui@od?
wonBacDacao
290(59mE9?
(Salmaseo
(Denyagiuae?
(AagantUBouman?
Heud)? |
Suaroiindasad unds

® NN

" Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.

Notes:
JU9 (naa) means “face,” “in front” and “next.”

DJumee (baw pben nyang) is one of the most common phrases in Lao. It
means “Never mind” or “Don’t worry about it.”

B. Translate into Lao:

Did you already tell him?

I'll take F(err) without blood.

Do you remember me?

You're very pretty, too.

Two cups, please.

Water buffaloes are better than bed bugs.
What did you lose?

Are you drunk (already)?

X NS

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.




REVIEW 2
LESSON 22

- Vowels in Alphabetical Order as Found in Dictionary:

1. Xu 14. (EXX 27. XJx
2. Xx 15. (X 28. (X9
3. x9 16. txe 29. X9
4. X 17. XX 30. Xow
5. X 18. Ix 31. Xow
6. X 19. (x9 32. X2

7. X 20. X 33. XOx
8. X 21. X©X 34. x

9. X 22. X 35. IX

10. (xe 23. (X 36. (X9
11. £XX 24. (XJr 37. X9

12. X 25. XX 38. x99
13. Cixe 26. (x8, (X))



REVIEW 3
LESSON 23

Here are some of the most useful words and phrases you have learned.
Exercises

A. Give the English meanings:

1. W 11. &9 21. (20

2. (8y 12. U9 22. &0

3. D) 13. 0g90 23. N

4. ggoe 14. cuy 24. (01999
5. tuae 15. SJu 25. 8990
6. 29D 16. €] 26. (€30

7. (89 17. ¢agy 27. AW

8. 1t2nd 18. §uQJo 28. L

9. WO 19. (09N 29. cﬁﬂ

10. 299290 20. Jo 30. U9

. Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

+ Repeat each one several times to practice.

B. Write the Lao:

1. have 11. very pretty 21. friend

2. hot 12. delicious 22. speak

3. fish 13. can 23. water

4. tell 14. not 24. know

S. return home 15. money 25. lose, pay

6. woman yet 16. want 26. like

7. remember 17. sleep 27. too expensive
8. 10:30 18. stop 28. fast

9. tired 19. better 29. time

10. wife 20. open 30. heart
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Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

Repeat each one several times to practice.
C. Put in alphabetical order:

1. sjv, 89, 0Ex90, 299, (Y, 3]
2. ¢Jan, (wag, 099, zm a1y, Ua, EO“I (S8, ven
3. (Do, Ty, csma mag, 19, Do, (09, 298¢, (39, U9,

D. Translate into Lao:

Have you already eaten?

['m very tired.

What time is it?

Are you (already) married?

Very delicious.

It’s hot, huh?

Have you ever been to Thailand?
Can you go faster?

W XN WD

I don’t have time.
. I want to eat spicy F(err).

= ped
_ O

. Tell him what you told me.

p—
N

I don’t speak Lao very well yet.

[y
w

Do you smoke?

[y
o

I will go to sleep. (I'm going to sleep.)

[
O

. Don’t you remember me?

Note:
W99 (paasaa) means “language” and is stated before the language referred
to. For example, paasaa laao (W98999).

G Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.
Repeat each one several times to practice.
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E. Translate into English:

souveTUULea9 T U9EY
(397128
SoUUaE?
weeszeslinueuyay”)
w9 tWO (UaE
e?ac%?c%qunmﬁg?
thact00?
(gud?
290 5wag9a908n09208
. NURIDEO
(S99ULa
. a9adiguiaad?
. éeaécﬁaﬁngjg
waaeg@éea§é§aaegz@ﬁn
15. Bucaad)?

0 ® NS e w Db

—_ R e e e

Now listen to these words/phrases, pronounced on the CD.

| Repeat each one several times to practice.
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Extra Vocabulary
In alphabetical order:
# LAO ENGLISH TRANSLATION(S)
1 2oulq k(h)awp jai thank you
2 2ala k(h)ow jai understand (v)
3 Solonsway kgg:;)z;l’it The Friendship Bridge ()
4 seuae sabaaidii hello, good
S Tnaedu toolasaap phone (n), call (v)
6 i#hal0? tow dai how much?
7 cwala? naaeo dai how?
8 (Jumeg? pben nyang why?
9 Wy, (3 pop, j(er) meet (v)
10 (ud? maaen baw really?, right?
11 (ccow)Les? (maaen) p(h)ai who?
12 (ccov)néig? (maaen) nyang what?
13 ela? muhh’a dai when?
14 (EJ)TR)? (yuu) sai where?
15 ifIgPe] naao cold (adj)
16 Q;IO\C 0U? lut dai baw? Can I have a discount?
17 gu iim full (not hungry)
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Srua80U? (sabaaidii baww) means “How are you?”
SrU9e0 is the most common answer, which means “Good, fine.” When
used alone as a statement, it means “Hello.”

Person A: 88U (Hello.)
b Person B: 80U (Hi.)

Person A: S8U8OU? (How are you?)
Person B: SxuUa8Q (Good.)

The letter °) is unspoken, but signals to the reader that the word before it
is to be repeated. For example, k(h)awp jai lai lai means “Thank you very,
very much.”

282)‘2@@3‘183 K(h)awp jai lai lai (Thank you very, very much.)
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Answer Key

Lessons 1-7

Lesson 1

A. B

1. daw 1. ©

2. jaw 2. N

3. gaw 3. @

4. dtaw 4.

5. jaw 5. O

6. daw 6. N

7. gaw 7. 9

8. jaw 8. O

9. dtaw 9. O

10. gaw 10. N

Lesson 2

A.

1. daw 7. baw 13. baw
2. jaw 8. aw 14. yaw
3. dtaw 9. dtaw 15. gaw
4. yaw 10. bpaw 16. daw
5. aw 11. jaw

6. bpaw 12. aw

B

1. © 7. 13. U
2. ¢ 8. U 14. @

3. U 9. n 15. ¢
4. O 10. © 16. 9

5. n 11. ©

6. 9 12. 9
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Lesson 3

daw
saw
gaw
ngaw
bpaw
jaw
nyaw

® NN W= >

kaw

00 NN W N~ W
I CcCENOO 99

Lesson 4

paw
maw
taw
daw
faw
waw
law
baw

WX N W=

haw
10. paw

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.

11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

saw
dtaw
jaw
daw
naw
ngaw
baw
bpaw

D 92 D20 S C &

kaw
jaw
dtaw
saw
naw
nyaw
taw
waw
ngaw
gaw

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

kaw
yaw
baw
dtaw
gaw
aw
naw

O Y cLO CE 3N

daw
law
yaw
haw
maw
paw
taw
aw
bpaw
daw
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B.

1. ©

2. W

3. &

4. U

5. U

6. 9

7. 2

8. X

9. U

10. W

Lesson 5

A

1. paw 11.
2. naw 12.
3. k(h)aw 13.
4. maw 14.
5. taw 15.
6. daw 16.
7. faw 17.
8. waw 18.
9. saw 19.
10. haw 20.
B.

1. © 11.
2. W 12.
3. & 13.
4. U 14.
5. U 15.
6. 9 16.
7. 0,8 17.
8. 9 18.
9. T 19.
10. €3 20.

11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

sLLwmeeese ok 3 C

law
baw
haw
p(h)aw
haw
paw
kaw
jaw
dtaw

&

SLYECELOEDC
9

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

naw
nyaw
taw
t(h)aw
waw
ngaw
haw
gaw
daw

ge3i3ecLocCceENvs

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

gece33secvwocCce 53

31.
32.
33.
34.
33.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

. yaw

K(h)aw

. haw

. maw

. faw

. p(h)aw
. taw

aw

. bpaw

haw

A

e

C N e E]E DS
0
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Lesson 6

haw
taw
saw
saw
faw
nyaw
gaw
paw

W0 X N WD =

naw

[y
e

nyaw

o
—d

. law

—
N

. maw

p—
w

. jaw

[y
VN

. naw
. t(th)aw
. k(h)aw
. dtaw

v Sy -y
0 N O On

. kaw

S
&)

W XN W=D
N

— e
w N = o
50 e 39S CAZEO 0D
ad S o
S
3]

—
s

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

waw
law
bpaw
pth)aw
baw
law
waw
faw
ngaw
maw
aw
haw
p(h)aw
ngaw
maw
law
saw
daw

L, %
U, ou

e, W

8, MY
9, 019

Q, W, N
S8

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
4S.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
S1.
S2.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
33.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

gaw
haw
law
baw
nyaw
naw
haw
paw
yaw
faw
t(h)aw
kaw
dtaw
nyaw
saw

naw

E

S @ &
e @)

DECECSOSIED Y
S|
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43. 9

44. T

45. U, ¢
46. 9, 019
Lesson 7
1. gaw
2. k(h)aw
3. kaw
4. ngaw
5. jaw
6. saw
7. saw
8. nyaw
9. daw
10. dtaw
11. t(h)aw
Lessons 8-18
Lesson 8
A.

1. ja

2. maa
3. naam
4. yaa
5. dtaa
6. dtaai
7. yaak
B.

1. 099
2. Q99
3. 99U
4. 9%

5. ¢an

47.
48.
49.
50.

12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

o ® N o

Q, U,

taw
naw
baw
bpaw
p(h)aw
faw
paw
faw
maw
yaw
law

bpaa
laao
ngaam
dam
saa
yaak
daao

gan
N9
30
ua
gJan

S1.
52.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

1S.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.

waw
haw
ngaw
nyaw
naw
maw
law
waw
aw
haw

t(h)aam
tamlaai
haak
dtalaat
yaak
Kk(h)aao

uan
299

Q90
OEYI0
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29 20. 098
19

299, 099, 019, 098, U, U9, U9, &an, 290

16. a9 18.
17. Ua 19.
C.

1. 3%, 29, 299, 19N

2. 99, 099, (Y0, 019, &9, eJan
3.

Lesson 9

A

1. Dao’s medicine

2. Pretty fish

3. Dao is looking for tea.
4. (S)he vomited.

B.

1. Uag290

2. 09229NU19e)a

3. &9

4. Q998N

Lesson 10

A.

1. dii laai 8.
2. gap 9.
3. juhh 10.
4. Kk(h)aw 11.
S. mii 12.
6. bpit 13.
7. gin 14.

S.  (S)he wants to come to the market.

6. Dao is coming.

7.  White fish

8. (S)he will look for fish.

5. Uagla

6. 29092

7. R9299U

8. UagJansan
hak 15. nyang
luhh 16. baw
hok 17. t(h)uhhk
baw 18. kuhhgan
tammadaa 19. nok
konlaao 20. nyang
luhhm
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B.

1. D 8. Jo

2. QW 9. 2

3. 8 10. 0in

4. Opaw 11. On

5. O 12. €n

6. 89, ngY 13. Un

7. ¢ 14. NV

C.

1. fiu, wausos, On, Ju

2. Hu, Ry, 8, duaao, 5,0, 0o, D
3. Ru, & &%y, P9, Syaw, O, 5, ¥n
Lesson 11

A.

1. (S)he still has not returned to Lao.
2. Dao has a bird.

3. Lao people like to eat fish.

4. 1 forgot too.

5. The bird is going to look for fish.
6. Do you like it?

7. Dao has some very good medicine.
B.

1. 920ningao

2. a9oduaygae

3. (29uy) ﬁpmsmﬂoé‘;‘ﬁn

4. c%ﬂ'fs’;ﬁmoﬁ?

5. 9000

6. TIWAID

7. oegn089Dingau, Uagao(say)edad

15. &
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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Lesson 12

A.

1. gung 11. sawn 21. p(h)usaai
2. nguua 12. bawk 22. diao

3. supaap 13. suup 23. k(h)uaa
4. Kk(h)ian 14. jawk 24. k(h)awy
5. k(h)awng 1S. Kkuaay 25. hawn

6. nawn 16. wiak 26. nawy

7. guaa 17. nyung 27. huu

8. hian 18. muu 28. p(h)uusaao
9. dtua 19. siang

10. guaa 20. yut

&o 11. s 21. 298¢

B.

1. S

2. vew 12. 909 22. gggae
3. 19 13. 299 23. ven
4. 9N 14. g9 24. Sju

5. ¢o 15. S9U 25. QJ9

6. U 16. 9 26. ]9

7. QW 17. Oox 27. 99U
8. 9o 18. 28. VB
9. QJn 19. 2Ju

10. 299 20. No9

C.

1. &0, gway, émo, go

2. :53, 299, 781, ONo9, QJ9, éama, oJn, W

3. 39, gu, a8Y, g9, veN, 3o, ;é, SJu
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Lesson 13

A.

1. I know Dao’s husband. S.
2. Lao person 6.
3. Nawy studies a lot. 7.
4. It's very hot. 8.
B.

1. §ujo

2. é‘SEJZaJ@UEJﬂ

3. 2,10!

4. Foogd?

5. 8028%@5895Uﬂ0ﬂ9283£88
Lesson 14

A.

1. weei laa 11.
2. saaep 12.
3. jai 13.
4. nawn 14.
S. luhhm 15.
6. Kk(h)aaeng haaeng 16.
7. bpai 17.
8. gai 18.
9. daaeng 19.
10. joon 20.
B.

1. ¢ause 8. U9

2. 1%y 9. WaLEQ9
3. 10. ¢(2U

4. 120 11. Two

5. €U0 12. o

6. (299 13. 19

7. oOMN 14. (019990

Nawy is looking for cigarettes.

Do you have it?

I don’t have any.

I have a lot of work (to do).

munea@m’)?

9080y

6
7
8. Qgﬁsaﬁoaﬂneﬂo
9

Aungd?

10. QUj?JUOﬂOﬂQ&ﬂEJ

mii

wai

kuhh gan
doo laa
laaeo
poot
nyung

dtaaeng ngaan

laai
paaeng

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

s

029
Ts9ul
gJanun
Tuadn
AN
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C

1. n I’ 1208, cﬁama, Yo

2. 2y, foe, B9, Ywo, wancs, g9, Ts9ud

3. %u, % 8, o9, o, W, twe, (129, (a9

Lesson 15

A.

1. Is it (delicious)?

2. Nawy is already married.

3. (S)he still doesn’t have a boyfriend/girlfriend.

4. What time is it?

5. Can you go faster?

6. Idon’t have time.

7. What time are you going to school?

8. Cucumbers are really too expensive.

B.

1. tgnd

2. oegrodoiniug?

3. au?ugeeaw‘wajn

4, wﬂaﬂmaumzﬁwo

5. {9n (29&1) (ONLRD

6. :‘?mnr,ao

7. cgawl;Laf)u;sg]ehmcmgf)ﬂmamagﬂu

8. 2J1Jmo\mu’?

Lesson 16

A.

1. bp(ern)t 8. kuhh gan 15. ng’'n
2. yen 9. jep 16. het
3. s(err)n 10. b(er)ng 17. pben
4. hai 11. k(err)’y 18. men
5. dek 12. p(h)et 19. k(er)ng
6. f(err) 13. kem 20. dtem
7. weei laa 14. laaeo
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B.

1. U 8. 2 15. &30

2. (U 9. (S0 16. QU

3. (Wu 10. (§le 17. &9

4. 8 11. cwgtwo 18. 99Uy
5. 8y 12. 9N 19. 09

6. Dnuee 13. 8y 20. Tu

7. (U 14. Juy

C.

1. &w, &0, B, du, a9,

2. &9, 8y, 8, By, WJo, e,

3. @y, Bu, (Fu, By, (8n, D9, Dy, Eo

Lesson 17

A.

1. Do you have cold (iced) tea? 5. Idon’t have a lot of money.
2. Have you ever been to Thailand? 6. Is it too spicy?
3. Ouch! (It hurts) 7. What is the little kid doing?
4. 2:30 8. Do you have time?
B.

1. Elioyae 5. a0ty

2. 59290 6. swlugEiguavauzeetod?
3. yabulwo 7. aﬂocﬁuéaw

4. §9IUU? 8. (gud?

Lesson 18

A.

1. lae 7. ngn 13. siaa

2. saw 8. vyaak 14. so

3. p(h)et 9. dto 15. biaa

4. miaa 10. nae nam 16. nyung

5. paw waa 11. dte 17. s(err)n

6. naw 12. jawk
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wbh =0

ARl A

(e 6. O
Tav 7. 9
(Oe 8. (Word9
[(UEYa 9. (Ju
(e 10. (¢

(OF, L0OE, (Wed9, gan
T2y, ((ueUY, (U9, (690, (Y
Ny, (@, 12y, 9, ey, gan

Lessons 19-23

Lesson 19

X NSO BE WD =

NSk Wb =

Introduce my friend.

Eat fish because it’s delicious.
Dao and Nawy have been to Lao.
Very expensive, huh. '

Get out of here!

His mistress smokes a lot.

What is (s)he eating?

Nok lost his wife’s water buffalo.

gMNYPILY (VIE?

an0@uRuEd?

20 DFuwaronzesfivyaes)
SOUUIE?

intoezeud)?

olwomuae

Sozeguzes (wunoawze920e

11.
12.
13.
14.
13.

(2u
(U9
99N
gJan
1
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Lesson 20

A.

1. jow

2. huhh’a

3. hian

4. muhh’ai
5. huhh’an
6. t(h)ow

7. tuhh’a naa
8. kuhh’ang
9. Dbpit

10. mow

B.

1. D9y
2. D
3. (Sou
4. 299
5. S0
6. (a9
7. @9
8. (89
9. fUa%
10. (280
C.

1.

2.

3.

Lesson 21
A.

W

& S @ A

(99, (09, J0, (199, (390

& & ~ @ & & ~

(49, o, (hen, (oY, (tay, (D9, (89

& @ [y ~ P o @ A
(6199, (Oay, wWiewwy, W, (U9, (390, (50, (S0

They are drunk already.
What did (s)he say?
Give it to me.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

11.
12.
13.
14.
1S.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

lae

dtaaeng ngaan
duhh’an

ow

luhh’at
muhh’ang
bow

WOwW

muhh’ak

het

oY
(So

&
(6199
092
(2U
(09

&
(Uoe)
(Don

[o%
(o9
(9

& Pl
(houun

Do you already have a girlfriend/boyfriend?
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5. It’s really humid, huh?

6. Do you want to go next month?

7. Are you tired?

8. Lao people like to say “Never mind (no problem).”
B.

1. havenanoaad? 5. £39999N0
2. B808Be0 6. ©o9udnNoE80
3. AaSgeutod? 7. (end9?

4. (Fa9umasdiiv 8. Dacaod?
Lesson 23

A.

1. bpai 16. f(err)

2. Kk(err)’y 17. yaasuup

3. baw 18. kondiao

4. p(h)uu saai 19. het wiak

5. naw 20. bpit

6. laao 21. laaeo

7. oOw 22. p(h)uua

8. sook dii 23. gin

9. tam ma daa 24. dtaaeng ngaan
10. k(h)awng k(h)awy 25. anggit

11. nyung 26. p(h)et

12. mow 27. luhhm

13. dtalaat 28. maa

14. faaen 29. jow

15. hian 30. nawy

Anggit (89710) means “English,” as in paasaa anggit (the English lan-

guage).
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A A - T o B el

ot
e

“w N =O

X N O 0k WD =D

Sk W =M

D 11. 90yae
SoU 12. (t2U
U9 13. to
uen 14. 89
HuuaU 15. (9u
290 16. ¢an
&

9 17. uU
o )

SuTugay 18. ¢o
& Q!
(o) 19. ONo9
(e 20. Jo

gy, 89, 0o, U, 999, SJu

21. )

22. (59

23. U9

24.

25. (S8

26. Un

27. cwytwo
28. 10

29. (99
30. 19

| @aw &
g, 671U, 090, uen, U, gan, wae, (Re, (99
flu, 298, 19, (39, 109, U9, Jo, gaao, ), (Da, gae

Aut@od)?

(Jooymae
%nYugcaoa?
(39019990 ta00?
(LgUYIY
ésnmﬂaw%?
(Ra@etuusotnd?
tutonoatod?

I'm going back home at 2:30.
You are kind.

It’s hot, huh?

My friend likes to sleep a lot.
Too expensive, huh.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
13.

ARG
29ge)9nNUEtI0
UBNAND(FUSNNETI298
298 (DNWIFINIDEYUD
§)U€J“lil'?
29¢)7¢ [UUDU

AN oA ™ o
(9UI298U?
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What does your husband do?

Are you already drunk?

Is it delicious?

He speaks Lao (language) better than me.

. Please ask him/her.

. Bring the money.

. Does (s)he have a boyfriend/girlfriend already?
. I've never eaten mosquitoes.

. My friend’s wife knows Nok’s friend’s husband.
. Have you already eaten?

NOTE

Practice your Lao with the included MP3 audio files!

This CD contains MP3 audio files.

You can play MP3 files on your computer (most computers include
a default MP3 player); in your portable MP3 player; on many mobile
phones and PDAs; and on some newer CD and DVD players.

You can also convert the MP3 files and create a regular audio CD,
using software and a CD writing drive.

To play your MP3 files:

1. Open the CD on your computer.

2. Click on the MP3 file that you wish to play, to open it. The file
should start playing automatically. (If it doesn’t, then perhaps your
computer does not have an MP3 player; you will need to download one.
There are dozens of players available online, and most of them are free
or shareware. You can type “mp3 player” or “music downloads” into
your search engine to find some.)




